INTRODUCTION
We define race mixture as intimate social inter action across racial boundaries, a phenomenon that has generally been analyzed under the rubric of intermarriage or miscegenation. A sociology of race mixture also involves the racial categorization, identity, politics, and so cial movements surrounding the progeny of race mixture, much of which falls under the subject of multiracialism. A more comprehen sive analysis of race mixture also includes an examination of the national ideologies related to the idea of race mixture and the putative con sequences that race mixture will destabilize and eventually erase racial boundaries. These top ics are often studied as separate processes, but in this article we seek to bring some unity to an area in which these distinct areas of research overlap.
Sociologists often focus on intermarriage, which has been classically seen as indicating a final stage in the assimilation of racial and ethnic groups in that it presumably represents deep erosion of social boundaries (MM Gordon 1964 , Lieberson & Waters 1988 , Park 1950 ).
Relatedly, multiracialism has become a rapidly growing topic and refers to the children of par ents who self-identify in separate racial cate gories or to individuals who self-identify as mul tiracial. Some sociological attention has also been paid to miscegenation, which we define as illegitimate or informal sexual unions, although the term has often been used more broadly to include intermarriage as well. Historically, miscegenation involved highly unequal or even forced relationships; thus they were of a nearly opposite character to those involving inter marriage. Anti-miscegenation laws were able to prevent intermarriage in the United States for 300 years, but they generally were unsuc cessful in preventing informal black-white sex ual unions and the consequent births that fol lowed (Davis 1991 , Sollors 2000 . Such unions would merely evade the strict racial bound aries of the United States but did little to chal lenge or erode them and therefore represent a very different social phenomenon than intermarriage.
Informal sexual unions, like intermarriages, produced so-called mixed-race individuals, who themselves have more recently become subjects of much sociological research. Analysts have ex amined different paths the progeny of these interracial unions have attempted to take or successfully taken; the paths range from will ingly or unwillingly accepting placement in their socially assigned category, seeking a par ticular status without contesting the boundaries themselves, individually skirting the bound aries, or collectively redefining them (Daniel 2002 , Nakashima 1992 . Scholarly work has also been done on the placement of these mixed-race individuals in the social structure (Davis 1991 , Degler 1971 ,Morner 1967 , Telles 2004 ).
Before proceeding, we would like to make an important note regarding terminology used in this paper. The term race mixture implies that one is combining two or more substances with distinct and generally fixed properties. In regard to race, this may seem to be especially essentialistic and biological. The very idea of race mixture or multiracialism is premised on the idea that discrete (or even pure) races exist (Goldberg 1997 , Nobles 2002 . On the other hand, the sociological study of race mixture refers to behaviors that involve crossing racial boundaries (Bost 2003) . Our interpretation is socially constructivist and assumes that there is no biological or essentialist basis for race, but rather, race is a concept involving percep tions of reality. Race is of sociological impor tance because humans are categorized by race, hierarchized according to these categories, and treated accordingly. As a result, humans often create racial boundaries as a form of social clo sure and erect obstacles to interaction across these boundaries. At other times, they seek to diminish or otherwise change them. We are in terested in how race mixture may construct or reconstruct racial boundaries. Although we rec ognize the conceptual problems implicit in the $ Telles ? Sue term race mixture, for lack of a better term and to be consistent with the literature, we continue to use it, along with related terms such as multiracialism. The concept of ethnic ity is related to and sometimes overlaps with the concept of race, but the distinctions are of ten unclear, context-specific, and highly debat able (Cornell & Hartman 2006 , Jenkins 1997 , Wimmer 2008 . Therefore, the extent to which our discussion is applicable to ethnic as well as race mixture would depend on how one distin guishes race from ethnicity.
The study of boundaries based on race or ethnicity is becoming well established (Barth 1969 , Cornell & Hartman 2006 , Jenkins 1997 , Lamont & Moln?r 2002 , Lee & Bean 2004 (Daniel 2006; Nobles 2002; Root 1992 Root , 1996 , some black movement activists in Brazil have sought to create a negro (black) category that would combine the two categories o?preto (also translates as black) and pardo (brown or mixed race), which have long been separate categories on the Brazilian census (Bailey 2008 , Nobles 2002 , Telles 2004 concluded that miscegenation was undesirable when the "types are too remote" (Weatherly 1911, p. 318) . In the context of the United
States, E.B. Reuter (1918) saw mulattos as the "key to the race problem" in that they were not content to be "negros" and, instead, tried to measure themselves against whites. He was also concerned that race mixture might push Americans out of the ranks of the "cultured nations" (Frazier 1947 , Woodson 1920 Frazier (1947) and Myrdal (1944) Graham 1990 , Knight 1990 , Sue 2007 , Telles 2004 , Wade 1997 .
Nevertheless, many scholars in the past glorified Latin American race mixture and concluded there was little racism in the re gion (Freyre 1933 [1956 ], Tannenbaum 1946 , Vasconcelos 1925 Vasconcelos [1997 ). One school of thought advanced the idea that race mixture leads to ambiguity and a consequent decrease in racism and that Latin American countries thus had better or more harmonious race relations than countries like the United States (Freyre 1933 (Freyre [1956 , Pierson 1942 , Tannenbaum 1946 , Wagley 1952 Wagley [1972 ). A related argu ment claimed that a considerable number of hy brids in Hawaii had led to the absence of racial prejudice, unlike in the rest of the United States (Smith 1939 Race mixture is also seen as blurring racial boundaries, which is assumed to lead to less po larization (Degler 1971 , Hoetink 1985 , M?rner 1967 . More specifically, Harris (1964) that the lack of a clear method to distin guish groups by race discourages systematic discrimination. This debate has carried over to the progeny of miscegenation and intermarriage. In the U.S.
context, some argue that the embracing of mul tiracial identities will be a step toward the elimi nation of race as we know it. Drawing on histor ical formations of group identity, Zack (1993) purports that, by choosing a black identity over a multiracial one, the leaders of the Harlem Re naissance "threw away an effective intellectual weapon against American racial designations, which is to say, against the core of American racism" (p. 97).
This presumed connection between mul tiracial identities and a decline in racism is embedded in the rhetoric of the U.S. mul tiracial movement. Multiracial individuals are thought to have the unique ability to transcend racial boundaries and bridge racial groups; they have been described as "intermediaries," "interpreters," "cultural brokers," "children of the future," and "edgewalkers" (Krebs 1999 , Nakashima 1992 , Smith 1939 , Wilson 1992 . Spencer (2004) describes this phenomenon as the "cheerleading trope" in which mul tiracials are romanticized as representing the best of both worlds. Multiracial activist Car los Fernandez asserts that the failure of the United States to accommodate interracial re lations and people is at the "heart of an un resolved American identity crisis, a dilemma that perpetuates ethnic and racial disunion and makes the resolution of the general race prob lem virtually impossible" (Fern?ndez 1996, p. 28) . In a thoughtful critique, Dunning (2004) argues that many of the key multiracial scholars problematically treat race mixture as "an 'acid' that can dissolve race and then destroy all traces of itself" (p. 132).
Empirical Evidence
Problematizing the assumed relationship between miscegenation/intermarriage/multi racial identification and a lack of racism, an emerging group of scholars of race in Latin America have urged contemporary thinkers to look at empirical evidence from the Latin American case that demonstrates that race mixture and the embracing of multiracial identities in the region has not led to an absence of racism (Nobles 2002 , Sawyer 2006 , Telles 2004 , Wade 2004 , Warren & Sue 2007 ). In fact, in Latin America, race mixture comfortably coexists with a racial hierarchy and ideologies of whitening (Fernandes 1969 , Hanchard 1994 , Sawyer 2006 , Sawyer et al. 2004 , Sue 2007 , Telles 2004 , Twine 1998 , Wade 1993 , Wright 1990 ). The idea that low levels of racism on the horizontal dimension (sociability, including intermarriage) can coexist with high levels on the vertical dimension (inequality and discrimination) seems counterintuitive, but in fact, it is this situation that exists in countries such as Brazil and has been deemed the "enigma of Brazilian race relations" (Telles 2004) .
A national ideology promoting race mix ture and multiracial identification has actually created a situation in which racism can thrive (Hasenbalg 1996 , Hasenbalg & Huntington 1982 , Sagrer? 1974 , Sue 2007 , Twine 1998 in which rights for black and indigenous peo ples are inhibited (Hale 1999 , Mollett 2006 , Telles 2004 , Tilley 2005 Regarding the blurring of boundaries, Marx (1998) reminds us that there is no absolute logic to the drawing of racial-group boundaries and that one could imagine a very rigid racial classification system in an area with high rates of miscegenation and intermarriage. To sup port his case, one need only look at the cases of Mexico and Colombia, where elaborate caste systems were designed to create a hierarchy of the various categories of mixed-race persons (Katzew 2004 , Wade 1993 . As Sawyer (2003) aptly puts it, mixed-race categories only become another rung on the ladder of a relatively stable racial hierarchy. Race mixture, while appear ing to break down racial boundaries, can ac tually reconstruct and reify them (Wade 2004 ). Goldberg (1997) (Lieberson & Waters 1988 ). In Brazil, by contrast, more than 20% of married blacks and mixed race persons were married to whites in 1991, making contemporary inter marriage relatively as high as it had been in the past through miscegenation (Telles 1994 (Telles , 2004  there is little or no data on such intermarriage for other Latin American countries). opinions about intermarriage; and (d) the over lap between ethnic membership and noneth nic characteristics. As noted, intermarriage is not based solely on group attitudes and pref erence, but also on opportunity or propinquity (Blau et al. 1982 , Kalmijn 1998 , Stevens & Tyler 2002 , Telles 1993 ). Variables such as residential segregation, composition of the local marriage market, and group size need to be taken into consideration when interpreting intermarriage patterns. These variables can have varying ef fects depending on which group is being dis cussed. For example, Stevens & Tyler (2002) Asians and Latinos. This may lead to a new black/nonblack divide that "could be a disas trous outcome for African Americans" (p. 237).
Several scholars have proposed that the Lnited
States is experiencing a "racial redistricting" (Gallagher 2004 ) partially based on intermar riage trends, which is leading to a divide that is primarily black/nonblack (Gans 1999 , Warren & Twine 1997 
MIXED-RACE CLASSIFICATION AND CATEGORIZATION
Sociologists are not only concerned with race mixture in and of itself, but also with how mixed-race persons are categorized in a partic ular society and how this, in turn, affects race relations and the social structure more broadly.
As a sign of the growing importance of mul tiracialism, Root (1996) (Hickman 1997 ).
This classification system of hypodescent has clearly defined whiteness and blackness in the United States, and it has been considered the "lifeblood of the American binary racial project" (Daniel 2002, p. 122) . The creation and enforcement of the one-drop rule is a demon stration of how mixed-race individuals have posed a threat to the American racial order (Davis 1991). Although the one-drop rule was written in the law, Sollors (2000) notes that such laws were contradictory and were never applied widely. Therefore, the true power of the one drop rule lies in its ability to penetrate popular 5In 1918, the U.S. Census Bureau estimated that at least 75% of all blacks were racially mixed, but after the 1920 Census, there were no more attempts to determine the mulatto pop race persons are often seen as the quintessen tial national citizens of places like Venezuela, Brazil, and Mexico (Knight 1990 , Telles 2004 , Wright 1990 ). Consequently, mixed-race indi viduals tend to have strong national identities and a weak black consciousness in Latin Amer ica compared with the United States. Whereas in Latin America it is commonplace for indi viduals to identify in the middle categories, in the United States any attempt to opt out of www.annualreviews.org ? Race Mixture 13 the black category, or "pass," has commonly been stigmatized. This difference is an im portant factor in explaining the lack of strong race-based social movements in Latin America (Burdick 1998 , Hanchard 1994 , Sheriff 2001 , Twine 1998 , Vaughn 2001 .
Degler (1971) argued that mixed-race in dividuals have an advantaged place in Latin America, especially Brazil. He used the con cept of a "mulatto escape hatch" to describe the differences in race relations in Brazil and the United States. Brazilian survey and census data tend to show that mulattos have life chances that are more similar to blacks than to whites (do Valle Silva 1985 , L?vell 1989 , Telles 2004 , Telles & Lim 1998 . Data for other Latin Amer ican countries are rarely found, though Wade (1993) sees the primary racial cleavage to be be tween blacks and nonblacks (including mulat tos), based on ethnographic data for Colombia. The early work on multiracials came from a biological perspective (Dyer 1974 , Provine 1973 , but this approach was later criticized, and the focus turned to the social and psy chological impacts of multiraciality. Scholars conducted research on mixed-race children in psychiatric hospitals or clinics, under the presumption that these individuals suffered from problems of maladjustment and conflicts with self-identity (AI Gordon 1964 , Hall 1992  for a discussion, see Johnson & Nagoshi 1986 ).
Mixed-Race Individuals in Other
In one of the early, in-depth classic treatments of "the mixed blood," Reuter (1931) refers to the mulatto as an "unadjusted person." More recent work has been done on mental health is sues, adjustment, and counseling strategies for multiracial individuals and their families (e.g., Comas-Diaz 1996 , Gibbs & Moskowitz-Sweet 1991 , Hershel 1995 , Jacobs 1992 , Murstein 1973 , Piskacek & Golub 1973 , Root 1992 , Sue & Sue 2003 , Winn & Priest 1993 .
Analysts coming from sociological and psy chological perspectives have examined broad questions of identity of multiracials (Adler 1987 , Brunsma 2005 , Daniel 2000 , Field 1996 , Korgen 1998 , Root 2000 , Tatum 1997 , Thornton 1996 , Tizard & Phoenix 1993 , Twine 1996 , Wdson 1987 , Zack 1996 (e.g., Hall 1992 , Johnson 1992 , Krebs 1999 , Wilson 1987 . Others have developed multidi mensional ecological models that emphasize si multaneous group membership and the interac tion between society, family, and the individual (Hall 1992 , Johnson 1992 , Miller 1992 , Root 1992 , Stephan 1992 , Wdliams 1992 .
Scholars have recently sought to understand the structural or cultural forces that influence multiracial identities (Anderson & Saenz 1994 , Davis 1991 , Harris & Sim 2002 , Khanna 2004 , Korgen 1998 , Lieberson & Waters 1988 , Saenz et al. 1995 , Tizard & Phoenix 1993 , Waters 2000 , Xie & Goyette 1997 . For example, Saenz et al. (1995) found that among children of white-Asian couples, those who have the high est degree of cultural maintenance were most likely to hold an Asian identity. Similar to Waters (2000) , they found that people with par ents from higher education and class status are more likely to report multiple ancestries or use an "other" ethnic identity. In contrast, Tizard & Phoenix (1993) found that for black/white bira cial adolescents, social class was unrelated to racial self-identification. For a discussion of ad ditional factors that influence multiracial iden tification, see Lee & Bean (2004) .
THE MULTIRACIAL MOVEMENT
The U.S. multiracial movement largely devel oped in the 1980s and was mosdy concerned with convincing the U.S. Census Bureau to allow people to identify as mixed-race. By the 2000 Census, the movement's efforts largely paid off as the Census Bureau allowed respondents to check more than one racial category. Farley (2002) was formed in 1986 and was highly influential in the debate on how to classify mixed-race per sons on the census. AMEA and similar groups advocated for the inclusion of a multiracial category, something that has not existed on the census for more than 80 years (Lee 1993).6 Opponents of the multiracial movement ar gue that the one-drop rule had the unintended consequence of creating a strong black com munity that has provided the basis for an tiracist struggle and race-based social move ments (Hickman 1997 ). The fear is that mul tiracial identities will erode the solidarity of the black community and weaken its political strength (Hickman 1997) . A related concern is how this new multiracial identification will affect the enforcement of civil rights legisla tion. Demonstrating opposition from another angle, Hickman (1997) argues that the creation of a multiracial category will "rebiologize" race. Waters (2002) describes the fundamental ten sion underlying this debate as the right for self identification and the purpose of census cate gories to address issues of public policy that are often based on single-race categories. She argues that this tension has not been a prob lem when race is thought to be mutually exclu sive but that multiracial identification has con fronted this issue head on.
CONCLUSION
In this review, we have attempted to bring to gether a large, interdisciplinary, and somewhat 6For a detailed discussion on the history of U.S. racial clas sification in the census, see Lee (1993) , and for how census taking has directly contributed to the formation of racial ideas, see Nobles (2002 We have also presented empirical evidence based on the Latin American experience that challenges the recent arguments of U.S. schol ars regarding the relationship between misce genation, intermarriage, multiracial identifica tion, and the weakening of racial boundaries and a consequent decline in racism. Instances of collective boundary crossing are complex and possibly foreshadow societal change, but we feel there is not clear evidence that merits an auto matic assumption that race mixture will lead to the complete erosion of racial boundaries. In terms of future research, we urge scholars to use a comparative lens to enlighten sociologi cal understandings of the various facets of race mixture.
On a methodological note, we encourage scholars of intermarriage to look beyond in termarriage rates and also rely on qualita tive and ethnographic data to better under stand the racial dynamics between couples in these relationships. Whereas statistical analy ses showing high rates of intermarriage in some countries may lead us to the conclusion that in termarriage is accepted, other data caution us from assuming racial intermarriage is a sphere where race is less salient (Burdick 1998 , Hale 1999 , Sue 2007 , Twine 1998 ). In addition, in future research we hope scholars will broaden their view of intermarriage to encompass co habitation, which is on the rise (Lichter & Qian 2004 ); although these are informal unions, they are closer on a spectrum to the dynamics of intermarriage then they are to miscegenation or informal sexual unions. There are also im looking at intermarriage rates and the mul tiracial population. For complex and thought mi discussions of these issues, we encourage readers to consult the work of Lieberson & Waters (1988) , Perlmann & Waters (2002) , and Harris (2002) .
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